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BC DEMS RESOLUTION 2026-04

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING IP28, A BAN ON HUNTING, FISHING, AND ANIMAL
AGRICULTURE

WHEREAS, Initiative Petition 28 (IP28), also known as the “PEACE Act,” will ban hunting,
fishing, animal breeding, animal farming, ranching, and research if it is approved for the ballot and
passes as a ballot measure in the November 3, 2026 election; and

WHEREAS, the [P28 campaign claims to have over 100,000 of the 117,173 required signatures
for approval to appear on the November 2026 election ballot as of February 2026; and

WHEREAS, the IP28 campaign relies on paid signature gatherers to qualify for the ballot and has
significant funding, including $108,218 in individual contributions, a majority from out of state,
and $140,821 in dark money contributions, and has spent $236,125 on petition circulation as of
February 2026; and

WHEREAS, 22,538 animal farms and ranches would be shut down if IP28 passes, affecting
72,040 farm labor workers and 1,580 slaughter and meat-packing workers; and

WHEREAS, 1P28 contains no explicit exemption or recognition of the treaty-reserved hunting,
fishing, and animal stewardship rights of Oregon’s nine federally recognized Tribal Nations,
raising serious constitutional concerns and ignoring longstanding federal Indian law, and
potentially undermining government-to-government relationships and Tribal sovereignty; and

WHEREAS, over 1 million Oregonians hunt or fish annually and would be unable to do so if [P28
passes; and

WHEREAS, hunting, fishing, and animal agriculture play a significant role in sustaining local
economies, particularly in rural Oregon communities where small businesses and seasonal tourism
depend on these activities; and

WHEREAS, P28 could be interpreted to criminalize standard animal breeding practices
including veterinary reproductive exams, artificial insemination, and assisted breeding; and

WHEREAS, [P28 creates legal ambiguity and fails to exempt pest control and wildlife
management; and
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WHEREAS, 1P28 is getting media coverage, especially in rural areas, and Republicans are using
it to create fear on social media

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BENTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL
COMMITTEE RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Benton County Democratic Central Committee strongly opposes Initiative Petition
28.

Section 2. The Democratic Party of Benton County affirms its commitment to evidence-based
policymaking, environmental stewardship, rural economic stability, tribal sovereignty, labor
protections, and humane treatment of animals.

Section 3. The Democratic Party of Benton County recognizes the vital role of hunting, fishing,
farming, ranching, and food production in Oregon’s economy, culture, and food security, and
opposes policies that would abruptly eliminate these lawful livelihoods or create broad legal
uncertainty.

Section 4. The Democratic Party of Benton County recognizes the long history of forced, often
violent, alienation of indigenous peoples from their lands, languages, cultures, systems of
knowledge, negotiated treaty rights, and more, and will oppose any policy that continues this
shameful historical pattern.

A RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE BENTON
COUNTY DEMOCRATS

APPROVED BY THE BENTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL COMMITTEE ON
JUNE 18t 2026.

June 23, 2026
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